UBftARY 


Rural  District  Council  of  Shepton  Mallet. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

For  Year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 


i/f 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Shepton  Mallet  Rural  District  Council. 

Mrs.  Sword  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

Medical. — Dr.  A.  H.  Finch,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sanitary. — Mr.  H.  G.  Lawless,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector,  and 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 


SECTION  A. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area  ...  47,784  Acres. 

Estimated  Population  ...  9,630. 

-Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  31st  December,  1937  ...  2,963. 

Rateable  Value,  £41,930.  Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate,  £174. 

Social  Conditions. — The  chief  industries  of  the  area  are  agriculture  and  quarrying.  The  position 
regarding  unemployment  is  satisfactory,  the  figure  being  6.8  per  cent,  of  insured  persons. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births... 

f  Legitimate 

...  138 

65 

73  1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

\  Illegitimate 

6 

4 

2  } 

estimated  population,  14.95. 

Still  Births 

... 

6 

3 

3 

...  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births,  40.0. 

Deaths 

... 

...  135 

65 

70 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated 
population,  14.02. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  Registrar’s  Short  list  : — 


No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis 

No.  30  Other  puerperal  causes 

Total 


Rate  per  1,000  Total 
Deaths.  Live  and  Still  Births. 

1  6.67 

1  6.67 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ... 


27.78 

28.99 


25  (last  year 
—  16) 


SECTION  B. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


(ii)  (a)  Laboratory  facilities.  Any  work  required  is  carried  out  by  the  Somerset  County  Council. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities.  An  efficient  and  adequate  Ambulance  Service  is  maintained  jointly 

with  the  Shepton  Mallet  U.D.C.  During  1937  the  Ambulance  was  used  48  times  in  this 
district.  8  times  for  accidents  and  40  times  for  sickness  cases. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home.  Two  District  Nurses  available. 

(d)  Treatment  centres,  etc.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  T.B.  Dispensary. 

Both  County  Council  institutions. 

Child  Welfare  Centre. — This  Centre  is  open  to  the  Shepton  Mallet  Urban  and  Rural  Districts, 
and  is  open  on  alternate  Fridays  throughout  the  year. 


Total  Attendances. 

From  January  1st,  1937,  to  December  31st,  1937  :  Sessions  25. 

Total  attendances  of  Mothers  for  the  12  Months 
Total  attendances  of  all  Children  under  5  years  of  age 
First  attendances  under  1  year  ... 

Seen  by  Doctor  for  first  time  :  Under  one  year 
Children  seen  by  Doctor  during  1937 
Number  of  Mothers  on  Register 

Maternity  Centre. 

The  County  Council  have  abolished  the  Centre  and  expectant  mothei’S  are  now  visited  in  their 
Homes. 

Nursing  in  the  home  is  provided  by  two  Queen’s  District  Nurses. 


521 

547 

152 

25 

102 

67 


Hospitals. 

There  is  one  District  Hospital  supported  by  voluntary  contributions  and  also  a  joint  Urban  and 
Rural  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  membership  of  the  Hospital  League  for  Shepton  Mallet  and  District  continues  to  increase 
and  is  now  3,503.  This  covers  about  8,000  persons. 


SECTION  C. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — The  new  scheme  started  last  year  for  the  supplying  of  Pilton  and  other  Parishes  is 
nearing  completion.  Negotiations  are  in  progress  with  the  Norton — Radstock  U.D.C.  for 
a  supply  in  bulk  and  the  use  of  existing  mains  for  the  village  of  Chilcompton,  in  the  parish 
of  Stratton-on-the-Fosse. 

Sewerage. — Minor  extensions  and  maintenance  work  on  existing  systems  only. 

Public  Cleansing. — Refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  was  extended  to  two  further  parishes. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — Tabular  statement  appears  below. 

Inspections. 


Water  supply  and  drainage  ...  ...  43 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  ...  ...  50 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  86 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  •••  240 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  234 

Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  •••  32 

Milk  Samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  174 

Council  House  Inspections  ...  ...  290 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  •••  19 


Nuisances. 


Inspections  ...  19 

Number  ...  ...  12 

Informal  notices  ...  12 

Statutory  notices  ...  Nil. 

Nuisances  not  yet  abated  ...  4 


3.  (i),  (ii),  (iv),  (v),  (vi),  (vii). — I  have  nothing  to  report. 


Schools. — Elementary  schools  in  the  district  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  8  schools 
were  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease. 


SECTION  D.— Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects  under  Public  Health  or 


Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  234 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above)  inspected  and 

recorded  under  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  36 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  36 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  ...  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  11 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  and  (2)  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  Nil. 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 
(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  and  (e) 

Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  Year  : 

(i)  By  Local  Authority 

With  .  (a)  Rehousing  under  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  8 

State  |  (b)  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Assistance  (  (c)  Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Without  State  Assistance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  : 

(a)  With  State  Assistance  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Without  State  Assistance  ...  ...  ...  25 

(iii)  Houses  reconditioned  by  other  persons  with  the  aid  of  Grants  under  the  Housing 

(Rural  Workers)  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

SECTION  E. — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — 174  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  of  which  58  were  not  up  to  the  required 
standard. 

11  reports  were  received  upon  samples  taken  for  testing  for  tubercle  bacilli, 
three  of  which  were  positive. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  is  fully  administered,  and  a  great  deal 
of  improvement  is  taking  place  in  milk  production  generally.  (This  has  been 
effected  largely  through  the  bonus  paid  to  producers  of  designated  milk). 


11 

11 

72 

Nil. 

6 

38 

Nil. 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughterhouses,  shops  and  vehicles  are  periodically  inspected,  for  clean¬ 
liness,  fitness  of  the  food,  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

The  Somerset  County  Laboratory  carried  out  such  examinations  as  are  required  ; 
milk  (under  the  Special  Designations  Order  and  for  detection  of  tubercle  bacilli), 
and  water. 


Smallpox 

SECTION  F. — Notifiable 

Diseases  During  the  Year. 

Total  Cases  Cases  Admitted 

Notified.  to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

•••  •••  ••• 

31 

25 

1 

Diphtheria 

.  .  ,  .  .  .  .  , 

3 

3 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . . . 

•••  ••• 

14 

_ 

5 

Erysipelas  ... 

... 

2 

— 

— 

Age  Periods. 

Analysis. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Ages. 

Diphtheria. 

Pneumonia. 

Erysipelas. 

0 — 

...  - 

— 

— 

— 

1— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

5— 

18 

1 

1 

— 

15— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

25— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

35— 

2 

— 

1 

2 

45— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

55 — 

...  - 

— 

2 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

5 

— 

2. — Infectious  Disease. — Nothing  noteworthy  to  record. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. — The  Somerset  County  Council  have  a  scheme  in  hand. 
4. — Nothing  to  report. 


5.  Tuberculosis. 


Age 

New  Cases  and 

New 

Respiratory. 

Mortality  During 

Cases. 

N  on-Respiratory 

1937. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 

Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0— 

...  — 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1— 

1 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5— 

...  — 

1 

—  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15— 

1 

2 

1  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25— 

...  — 

— — 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35— 

1 

1 

1  — 

— 

1 

1 

— 

45— 

1 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55— 

...  — 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

...  — 

— 

• —  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4  5  2  1  1  1  1 


Total  New  Cases  ...  12 

The  number  of  New  Cases  in  1936  was  13. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  FINCH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Shepton  Mallet  Rural  District. 


. 


